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Campaign this summer. Josh completed his
physical fithess requirements by playing var-
sity tennis in high school, after years of hard
work to achieve his goal. Josh also took a six
week long trip to Israel and Poland to com-
plete his expedition requirements.

Josh should be commended for his commit-
ment to community and his desire to become
a future leader. | wish him all the best in his
future endeavors.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTING IN
NEVADA AND SEMIPALATINSK:
SHARED LEGACY, SHARED LES-
SONS

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, on the occa-
sion of the symposium, Nuclear Weapons
Testing in Nevada and Semipalatinsk: Shared
Legacy, Shared Lessons, Ambassador
Saudabayev and | expressed our concern
over the continuous proliferation of nuclear
weapons in the world, and therefore, declare
the following:

During the cold war, in the second part of
the 20th century, the lands of Nevada and
Kazakhstan became sites for nuclear weapons
testing by the United States and the Soviet
Union, and many of our citizens became vic-
tims of the radioactive fallout and other con-
taminants that resulted from the testing. These
people tragically came to know the destructive
force of weapons of mass destruction. As a
result of 928 nuclear tests at the Nevada Test
Site, along with more tests at other U.S. prov-
ing grounds, and 456 nuclear tests at the
Semipalatinsk Test Site, many thousands of
innocent Americans and Kazakhs suffered.
Many continue to this day to suffer the con-
sequences of nuclear testing.

In 1991, the people of Kazakhstan, under
the leadership of President Nursultan
Nazarbayev, permanently shut down the
Semipalatinsk nuclear test site and took the
courageous decision to voluntarily renounce
the world’s fourth largest nuclear arsenal.
Kazakhstan has so far remained the only
country to make such a decisive and wise
move which showed the way to a safer world.
The United States, at the direction of both
Democratic and Republican presidents, has
maintained a moratorium on nuclear testing,
has reduced its nuclear arsenal, and has
aided in decommissioning nuclear weapons
abroad.

Unfortunately, the age of nuclear weapons
development has not ended. To the contrary,
the specter of nuclear weapons is spreading.
Today, the aspirations of a number of coun-
tries, and of international terrorist organiza-
tions, to acquire nuclear weapons are becom-
ing ever more threatening to the future of hu-
mankind. Against this background, we are
grateful to Kazakhstan for its outstanding con-
tribution to global security. Kazakhstan’s lead-
ership and its cooperation with the United
States to advance the cause of nonprolifera-
tion should serve as an example for other
countries. The victims of nuclear testing in Ne-
vada and Semipalatinsk are eternal reminders
to the nations of the world to reject developing
nuclear weapons, the modern Sword of Damo-
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cles that has imperiled humanity for too long,
and to join together to rid the world of the
threat of nuclear holocaust.

We are most pleased to report that today’s
Symposium in Las Vegas, Nevada is another
step toward further empowering the people of
the United States and Kazakhstan to lead all
people away from the threat of nuclear weap-
ons, and redress the consequences of earlier
nuclear testing. We pledge to work together to
strengthen international cooperation to achieve
nonproliferation, as we recognize this is the
only path we can take to make our planet safe
for all nations to pursue a better future for
their people.

————

TRIBUTE TO FATHER LUKE
PALUMBIS

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | have the dis-
tinct honor of welcoming Father Luke
Palumbis to offer the Morning Prayer in the
Chamber of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Today marks the first day of summer
and indeed the sun is shining down upon the
Capitol as we open the morning hour, as we
do each day the House of Representatives is
in session, with a prayer to express our tre-
mendous gratitude and to instill the strength to
act resolutely and with sound judgment with
the day’s proceedings.

| am pleased to have Father Palumbis here
to give thanks and prayer to the proceedings
of the House. He has taken the time to fly
from Stockton, California, where he serves the
Greek Orthodox community of Saint Basil.
This is a historic occasion as it is the first time
an Orthodox clergyman from the west coast
has given the Morning Prayer, and | am
pleased he comes from California’s 11th Con-
gressional district.

A canonically ordained priest of the Eastern
Orthodox Church, Father Palumbis graduated
from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of
Theology, in Brookline, MA, with a Master in
Divinity in 2003, and is currently enrolled in a
Master in Theology Thesis program at the
same institution. Previously Father Palumbis
attended the University of Portland, in Port-
land, OR, where he earned a Bachelor of
Business Administration and was a member of
the university’s intercollegiate basketball team.

Father Palumbis is married to his wife Eleni
Palumbis and they are awaiting the birth of
their first child next month. | wish them both
the very best of health and happiness back
home in Stockton.

CONGRATULATING BUD FAYE

HON. ROB SIMMONS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
congratulate my good friend, Bud Faye of
Groton, Connecticut for his being recognized
as the 2005 Connecticut Small-Business
Champion by the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business (NFIB). | have long consid-
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ered Bud to be a shining example of what an
American small business owner should be, so
| am glad that NFIB has recognized his suc-
cessful career with this prestigious award.

For 22 years, Bud has owned Pop and
Mum’s Restaurant-Car Wash-Laundromat and
Dry Cleaning in Groton. Here, one of his
proudest innovations was establishing a link
between the gas dryers used in his laun-
dromat and the hot water supply for this car
wash. As a result, on a busy day he can rely
on the excess heat from the dryers in use to
heat the hot water for the car wash operation.

When he is not running his business, Bud is
active in the community, co-chairing the Grot-
on Business Association and the Military Com-
munity Council. He was the driving force be-
hind the formation of the NFIB/Connecticut
Southeastern Area Action Council—a group of
active small-business owners in southeastern
Connecticut. Bud even worked to make com-
puters at a local high school available so resi-
dents of a local retirement home can e-mail
friends and family. These efforts have consist-
ently helped make southeastern Connecticut a
better place not only to do business, but to
live.

In addition to his work in these areas, the
people of Connecticut and in fact the entire
nation will long be indebted to Bud for his tire-
less efforts to help save the Groton-New Lon-
don Naval Submarine Base from closure. First
in 1993 and again in 2005, Bud helped to form
and lead a group of local business owners
and community leaders who lobbied against
the base closure plan—a plan that would have
led to the loss of tens of thousands of jobs
and removed billions of dollars from Connecti-
cut's economy. Bud’s efforts clearly dem-
onstrated deep local support for the base,
which was an important factor when the deci-
sion was made to keep it open.

Each year, NFIB singles out a small-busi-
ness owner in all 50 States for special rec-
ognition and honors them with its prestigious
Small-Business Champion award. Bud Faye is
a worthy recipient of this award, and | am
proud to add my voice to the countless others
that have thanked him for helping make Grot-
on a better place to live, work, and raise a
family.

Thank you, Bud, and congratulations.

TRIBUTE TO ROGER S. MEIER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of a distinguished Amer-
ican, Roger S. Meier, who died on June 5,
2006 at the age of 80.

Mr. Meier, a fourth-generation Oregonian
who lived most of his life in Portland, was a
descendant of the founders of the Meier &
Frank Company. He graduated from Yale Uni-
versity and married Laura Schwartz of New
York City in 1952. He worked at Meier &
Frank as a director and vice president until the
store was sold to the May Company in 1965.

Mr. Meier was the president and chief exec-
utive officer of AMCO, Inc., a privately owned
investment company for more than 30 years.
The Governor of Oregon appointed him to the
Public Employees’ Retirement Board in 1970,
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and he also served through appointment on
the Oregon Investment Council from 1973 to
1986 as chairman. The Oregonian observed
that unpaid public service has rarely, if ever,
generated such a profound financial benefit for
Oregonians.

Mr. Meier served with distinction as chair-
man of the board of trustees for the Portland
Art Museum, and as director of Pacific West-
ern Bank, Pac West Bancorp, NI Industries,
Fred Meyer, Inc., Key Bank of Oregon, Red
Lion Inns, Key Trust Company of the North-
west and The Acorn Family of Funds. Mr.
Meier also gave generously of his time and
talents through his service on the boards of
the Catlin Gabel School, University of Oregon
Health Sciences Center, Good Samaritan Hos-
pital, the Oregon Historical Society and the
Legacy Health Systems Retirement Trust.

Mr. Meier is survived by his wife, Laura, his
daughters, Alix Goodman and Jill Garvey, his
sons-in-law, Tom Goodman and Tony Garvey,
and four grandchildren—Laura and Caroline
Garvey, and Andrew and Reed Goodman. He
is also survived by his nieces and their
spouses, Lynn Meier Novelli and Michael
Novelli, Mary Meier Ryan and Dan Ryan, and
Muffie Meier; and his grand-nephews Alex-
ander Mansfield Novelli and J. Allen Meier
Ryan.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our sympathy to the entire Meier
family. Roger Meier was a national treasure
who loved his community and his country and
served them exceedingly well. He will always
be missed and never be forgotten.

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE
LIFE-LONG  ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF MR. RUDOLPH BERTHOUD
AND THE LEGACY OF HIS SERV-
ICE AS A TUSKEGEE AIRMAN

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today deeply honored and humbled
to recognize the contributions of one of the
140 remaining Tuskegee Airmen, Mr. Rudolph
Berthoud. To understand the achievements
and sacrifice of Mr. Berthoud, | feel it is in-
cumbent upon me to discuss the accomplish-
ments of the elite group of fighters to which
Mr. Rudolph Berthoud belonged.

In thinking of the Tuskegee Airmen | am re-
minded of the words of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., who once said that if a man is called to
be a street sweeper, he should sweep streets
so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth
will pause to say, “Here lived a great street
sweeper who did his job well.” The Tuskegee
Airmen were called to a task far greater, both
dangerous and unprecedented. As the first
black combat pilots to serve in the air force
they served just as Dr. King’s metaphorical
street sweeper.

The Tuskegee Airmen flew and defended
their country so well that their allies, as well as
their opposition, knew them for their skill. One
of the fighter squadrons that made up the all
black 332nd fighter group was the only fighter
group in World War Il that never lost a fighter.
The courage and commitment of the
Tuskegee Airmen led to President Truman’s
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decree to desegregate the U.S. Armed Forces
less than a decade after the end of World War
Il.

As a Tuskegee Airman, Mr. Berthoud was
an American hero in the truest sense. He
fought to defeat the destructive and
xenophobic powers of his day that sought to
extinguish the flames of freedom and liberty.
Mr. Berthoud joined this prestigious group in
1942 at the tender age of 18. He received an
assignment to the 477th Medium Bomber Unit
which was the first black bomber unit in the
United States Air Force. After receiving an offi-
cial discharge, Mr. Berthoud bravely remained
in service for a total of 3 years, rising to the
rank of Second Lieutenant. Upon leaving the
Armed Forces, Mr. Berthoud continued with
public service, returning to New York City,
where he was born in 1924, to join the New
York City Police Department.

Tuskegee University recently recognized Mr.
Berthoud for his service as a Tuskegee Air-
man. On May 14, 2006, Mr. Berthoud and 11
other Tuskegee Airmen received honorary
doctorates in honor of the legacy of their serv-
ice and numerous achievements. Today, Mr.
Berthoud is a proud member of the national
and Atlanta chapters of the Tuskegee Airmen,
Inc. Mr. Berthoud has remained a committed
member of Fountain of Faith Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Riverdale, Georgia, for more
than 10 years and served on many auxiliaries:
the Feeding Ministry, the R.B. Newman Male
Chorus, Men of Faith, and an officer for the
Trustee Board.

By honoring a man who so nobly served our
nation abroad, in the face of discrimination at
home and doubt in his equal ability, we are
turning a page in history books yet written. Mr.
Berthoud remains a modest and humble man
and is truly deserving of this honor. | join
Fountain of Faith Missionary Baptist Church in
saluting a national hero who calls the 13th
Congressional District of Georgia home.

———

COMMENDING THE PATRIOT
GUARD RIDERS

SPEECH OF

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2006

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of House Resolution 731, com-
mending the Patriot Guard Riders for their re-
sponse to the unwelcome, disrespectful and
distasteful protests occurring at the funerals of
fallen servicemen across our country. Amer-
ica’s fallen heroes deserve respect. America’s
fallen heroes have earned respect. | am
pleased that the sanctity of their sacrifice
along with the sanctity of each fallen hero’s
family and friends being able to mourn their
loss while celebrating the life of their lost loved
one in dignified burial ceremonies is being
protected through the selflessness and com-
mitment of the Patriot Guard Riders.

Since August of 2005 the Patriot Guard Rid-
ers have protected the families and friends of
America’s fallen soldiers from radical pro-
testers who have sought to disrupt a sac-
rosanct time of mourning and ritual. Clad in
leather and proudly waving the red, white, and
blue, the Patriot Guard Riders impose a
daunting wall to all who attempt or intend to
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disrupt funeral proceedings. With a member-
ship based solely on respect for fallen heroes,
their families, and their communities, the Pa-
triot Guard Riders have sought to rise above
the jeers of protesters with the revving of mo-
torcycle engines, thereby preserving the dig-
nity of a military funeral.

| commend the Patriot Guard Riders for
their loyal allegiance to the principles of integ-
rity and to the preservation of the sanctity of
service. | join my colleagues in support of the
Patriot Riders and in support of House Reso-
lution 731.

———

INTRODUCTION OF AFRICAN
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday | intro-
duced the African Development Foundation
Act of 2006.

This legislation re-authorizes the African De-
velopment Foundation (ADF) and reaffirms the
great work it does in Africa for entrepreneurs,
small businesses and micro/credit community
programs.

For more than 20 years, the African Devel-
opment Foundation has been a powerful ex-
ample of both the compassion and the innova-
tion of the American people as it has helped
the poor across Africa.

The Foundation is a unique and highly ef-
fective program. It is the only United States
Government agency working directly at the
grassroots, supporting African-designed and
African-driven solutions to economic and so-
cial problems.

The ADF enables individuals and groups to
get out of poverty by putting their own ideas
to work, not someone else’s.

In 2005, ADF’s investments across Africa
created more than 110,000 jobs for poor Afri-
cans, generated $70 million in gross revenues
for enterprises, and almost 65 percent of
micro and small entrepreneurs assisted by
ADF were women.

ADF is demonstrating that African entre-
preneurs and farmers can compete in the
global marketplace. It is helping them improve
quality to meet international standards and to
increase quantity to meet demand.

ADF-assisted groups had $35 million in ex-
port sales in 2005. For example thousands of
poor, small farmers in Uganda have been
taught how to grow vanilla. Moreover, they are
getting significant value-added by curing and
grading it for the international market, where it
competes favorably with Madagascar and
other producers.

In Tanzania, ADF is helping several thou-
sand small sugar cane producers improve
their income. Mtibwa Sugar has increased its
gross export revenues by 423 percent over
the past 3 years, from US$1.188 million during
FY 2002 to US$5.034 million in FY 2005. In
the Ruembe Outgrowers Association, sugar
cane yields per hectare are up 30 percent and
cumulative export sales stand at US$4.7 mil-
lion.

The number of participating cane farmers
has increased by 50 percent since project in-
ception and the income of the 1,440 growers
has almost doubled as a consequence of
ADF’s investment.
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